Respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) lower respiratory tract infection of the newborn can present itself as a pulmonary obstructive disease with hyperinflation, or as pneumonitis, a restrictive parenchymal disease with diffuse consolidation areas. The association between the chest radiographic pattern and the severity of the disease regarding ventilator support has been suggested before, but is not well established. Our aim is to evaluate if chest radiographic pattern (hyperinflation vs consolidation) in RSV infection can predict disease severity, need for mechanical ventilation and risk of complications.
